MOSLEM -SCHISMS AND SECTS

punishment, such as the omitting of the prayer or of the
fast, such deeds being heretical, their authors are unbe-
lievers ......

(Manuscript is not clear at this point.)

The third sect of the Sufriyah asserted the same thing as
the Baihasiyah, i. e. that the sinner should not be judged as
an unbeliever until he has been brought before the governor
and punished.

Thus the Suf riyah were divided into three sects. One sect
which claimed, as did the Azarikah, that the authors of any
sin were all polytheists. The second claimed that the title
of unbeliever should be given to the author of deeds which
deserved no definite punishment, punishable sins being a
departing from belief, but not an entrance into unbelief.
The third claimed that the title of unbeliever should be
given to the authors of all sins which were punished by the
governor. These three sects of the Sufriyah differ from
the Azarikah as regards children and women, as has been
explained above.

All the Sufriyah consider themselves to- be under the
patronage of 'Abdallah ibn-Wahb al-Rasibi, and Hurkus
ibn-Zuhair and their followers from among the First Mu-
hakkimah. They claim, moreover, that after the death of
the men already mentioned, they are under the Imamate of
abu-Bilal Mir das al-Khariji, and after him of 'Imran ibn-
Hittan al-SadwisL As to abii-Bilal Mirdas,1 in the days of
Yazid ibn-Mu'awiyah, he rose in al-Basrah against *Ubai-
dallah ibn-Ziyad. "Ubaidallah ibn-Ziyad sent against him
Zur'ah ibn-Muslim al~*Amiri, with two thousand cavalry.
As it happened, Zur'ah sympathized with the views of the
Khawarij, and when both sides stood in battle array, Zur'ah
said to abu-Bilal, " You are on the side of truth,, but we
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